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Here are some highlights from Lifetime
Adventures Travel's new tour of Calgary:

1. Downtown moved by rail: Inglewood was the original commercial
hub of Calgary. Ottawa reserved the land west of the Elbow River
(Fort Calgary) as government land. The CPR announced that their
line would go through Calgary, so in anticipation of this, settlers
settled east of EIbow River to be close to the rail station.

2. Moving houses across river: The CPR secretly negotiated with
Ottawa to acquire a portion of the government land on the west side
of Elbow River and was successful. When the announcement was
made that the CPR station would be located on the west side, some of
the original settlers wanting to be in the thick of things put their
homes on skids and slid them across the frozen river to the west side.

3. Sandstone City: The downtown buildings were originally built from
wood. In 1886 fire broke out and claimed all but one wooded building
(still in existence today on 8th Avenue). After that fire, it was
determined that a more fire-resistant material be used. That material
was discovered in the banks of the river — sandstone. A bylaw
passed that said all significant buildings had to be built from
sandstone. This earned Calgary the nickname of “Sandstone City”
and positioned it to become a more permanent city than other cities
in the country built from wood.

4. Firefighters need their space: Fire Hall No. 1 was built to house new
equipment purchased after the great fire of 1886. The locals passed
the hat and raised $500 to furnish the fire hall with desks, chairs, and
beds. It was such an impressive building that the elected civic officials
began to use the space for their civic business. The firefighters were
upset by this intrusion and sold all the furnishings, donated the funds
to the local hospital, and vacated the premises. The elected officials
were left scrambling and, after a month, asked the firefighters to
return and vowed to respect their space.

5. Hospital history: The original Calgary General Hospital was a rented
house on 7th Avenue S.W. and had four beds. In 1894 the first “real”



hospital was built. It contained 35 beds and was a training hospital. It
also had an operating room and two maternity wards. It was
demolished in 1973 and today the front doors still stand and can be
viewed at 12th Avenue SE.

6. Hold on to your man! Calgary newlyweds survived the Titanic
sinking. Albert Dick took his new bride on a European honeymoon
and had plans to return on the Titanic’'s maiden voyage. As the ship
was sinking, all women and children were put into the lifeboats, but
Mrs. Dick wouldn’t let go of her husband. As a crewman passed them,
he pushed Mrs. Dick into the lifeboat. As she was holding her
husband so tightly, he fell in with her, thus saving his life.

7. Green planning started early: Calgary is often recognized for being
a beautiful city with plenty of trees, open spaces, and gardens. Thisis
due to the first Superintendent of Parks and Cemeteries, William
Reader. He believed the city should preserve the open spaces and
ordered the design of the boulevards to reflect the influence of the
“City Beautiful Movement” in urban development/planning, which set
the guidelines for all new developments.

For more inforamtion, go to_lifetimeadventurestravel.com

(http://lifetimeadventurestravel.com/calgary-history-tour.html)
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